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Notice board 
Roger Wood (pictured) was voted 

in as a member of the committee 

at the meeting in February. 

Chairman. Preston Bemis said: 

“Welcome, Roger!  Should anyone 

else be interested to join please 

get in touch with Hon Secretary,        

Bernard Novell.” 

Initiation 

Vasant Gajjar (above), who joined 

Probus last year attended his first 

meeting in February. Welcome!

Reciprocity 

The committee has agreed to    

invite members of our             

neighbouring Probus clubs to our 

virtual meetings and talks. The 

first visitors were expected at the 

March meeting. 

Happy birthday Bill 

Full associate member, Bill         

Armstrong (below) celebrated his 

101st birthday on 10 January.   

Congratulations, Bill! 

Programme 2022 

Talks secretary, Andy Richards is  

setting up the 2022 speaker         

program and would dearly like to 

hear from any member who might 

entertain us with a talk. Let’s hear 

about the interesting events in 

your life, or your passionate       

interest in a subject. 

Beginners’ guide to Newf’n’land 
The first thing we learned from the 
talk by Preston Bemis at the 13    
January meeting and AGM is that 

it’s not New-found-land to the locals. 
They know it as Newf’n’land.

The second was the complexities and 

sensitivities represented by the flag 

(pictured). In this, adopted in 1980, the 

blue pennants represent the lakes and 

sea, the red “human effort” and the gold 

“confidence”.

Overall, the flag incorporates a 

“deliberate reminder” of the Union Jack 

and historic British connections. The 

triangles symbolise the two provincial 

areas, Newfoundland island and      

Labrador on the mainland, which 

merged into a single Atlantic province 

of Canada in 2002. In 1948            

Newfoundland held a referendum to 

join Canada, which after political    

turmoil won in familiar style by 52 to 

48 per cent.

The island, excluding Labrador, has a 

coastline of some 6000 km and a land 

area of nearly 109,000 sq km, about 20
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Mystery member 

number seven sailed 

up the Clyde on 29 

May 1944 aboard the 

troop ship, Ruys, a 

remnant of convoy 

MKF.31 from Port 

Said, the last from 

the Mediterranean  

Look for the answer in the next Probity 

Mystery member 

six was the    

intrepid Hugh 

Johnson 

We’ve joined 

the Jabbers 
Rhys Hamilton (left) 

and his wife, Vicki 

have shown they can 

still stick a needle in people after ten 

years in retirement.

They are now working several days a 

week at the Kassam Stadium in Oxford 

and at the Didcot GP vaccination centre.

They keep volunteering to help at   

Goring but they have only been asked 

once! “I wonder why?” asked Rhys.

The Kassam has been interesting, Rhys 

says. “We have needed absolutely none 

of the 28 training modules we were      

required to undergo, apart from              

reminding us where the Deltoid muscle is 

(still top of arm) and we have sadly not 

had to use our training in conflict       

resolution. The only relevance of the 

food hygiene module might have been 

where to store my lunchtime             

sandwiches. We have loved meeting the 

strange, eclectic mix of volunteers, many 

on furlough from the hospitality         

industry, some beauty therapists and air 

stewards and, surprisingly, few doctors. 

We have met a couple of retired         

surgeons, an ex-army medic (very    

forceful), a retired professor of psycho-

geriatrics and a few jobbing locum GPs.” 

before the Normandy landings. 

For him the journey began in Cairo, involved 

a drive across the desert and ended at his 

aunt’s home in Wiltshire where, within days, 

he would see “the sky full of aircraft of all 

sorts” as D-Day began.  

Our mystery member had moved to Cairo 

some two years earlier from Asmara, capital 

of Eritrea, to the last of his father’s three  

eastern postings as an aeronautical engineer 

with Imperial Airways. Eritrea was an       

important stop for planes on the South Africa 

route and he had been transferred there after 

it was seized from the Italians early in the 

war. He travelled in a Lockheed Lodestar, 

seated uncomfortably on a bench along the 

fuselage. But by then he could be considered 

a seasoned flyer for his age. 

His maiden flight, in 1938, had been rather 

more eventful. He and his mother were on 

their way to join his father in Karachi, then in 

British India, and they remained there for 

three years “while the second world war 

raged” elsewhere. 

They took off from Southampton in an    

Empire flying boat and the flight was        

trouble-free until a “bumpy landing” in pouring 

rain as they approached the last refuelling 

stop, off Jiwani, on the coast of what is now 

Pakistan. After a “mass evacuation” to a   

passenger launch it emerged the plane had  

hit a sandbank. It was a frightening           

introduction to flying for a boy of three. 

Damage was slight and, to the relief of his 

father, who had not been aware of the reason 

for their delay, they completed the journey 

only a few hours late after the plane had been 

patched up, refuelled and floated at high tide. 

A pastime in Karachi was collecting turtle 

eggs in a bucket and hatching them at home. 

He also recalls playing innocently with a live 

hand grenade found lying in the sand! 

Back home as the war ended he settled into 

boarding school in Bristol. It bore the name of 

a benefactor whose statue was recently   

toppled into the harbour by objectors to slave  

trade iconography. 

While there he was thrilled to see two 

“dinosaurs of the air” that were “overtaken by 

the coming jet age”, the Princess flying boat 

and the Bristol Brabazon, then the largest 

aircraft in the world. 

In a long career, mystery member seven 

has “done all he ever wanted to and it’s 

always come off”. 

“Their lives in his hands” may never apply 

more literally than it did to him during a    

lifetime in “a business where mistakes are not 

tolerated”. His way of alleviating the “burden 

of responsibility” was to comfort himself with 

the thought that, “If I looked after   

myself to the best of my ability the 

passengers had little to  worry them”. 

He never met either man but, 

through shrewd fault diagnosis and 

quick action, he could fairly claim to 

have helped save both Prince Philip 

and Harold MacMillan from mortal 

danger while on official business 

abroad. He might even be willing to 

talk about these and other disasters 

averted if pressed. 

In 2010 our mystery member 

climbed Vesuvius. “Unusually for me”, 

he said, “I would be at the front of the 

walkers but found I was short of breath 

and had to rest. Examination  

revealed the need for multiple heart bypass 

surgery and this was  performed the following 

September. “I surprised everyone except 

myself when I took a visiting friend out to  

coffee after four days in hospital.” 

He came to the Goring Gap “by chance”, 

having brought his mother-in-law “to see a 

riverside house for an outing” while he was 

living in Henley. He was surprised to have 

his “silly” offer for it accepted. 

He has an enlightened view of house design 

and lives in one of the most interesting and 

unusual homes in the area, but one which 

some regard as out of place. If anything  

annoys him in his mature years it is “people 

who don’t like change or anything modern”.  

Our mystery member has always wanted to 

visit Easter Island. A deserted one is no  

substitute but, as a keen DIY-er, a “decent 

carpentry set” would be his luxury if he were 

forced to stay. His chosen book would be 

“one I’ve not read already”. 

The disc to save from the waves would be 

Offenbach’s Tales of Hoffmann, performed 

by the New York Met. This opera, his           

introduction to classical music, enthralled him 

one day when he “bogged off” school to the 

cinema and it’s enthralled him ever since. 

His report from Karachi Grammar School 

observed that mystery member seven “would 

do quite well if he stopped drawing          

aeroplanes”. When he gets excited about        

Flamingos and Kittiwakes he’s not referring 

to sea birds. He’s enjoyed a Boy’s Own life of 

travel and adventure and saw most of the 

countries coloured red on the map before it 

was too late. 

Plane tales from the Empire would be an 

appropriate sub-title for the autobiography 

he’s already written for his family. 

Who is he? 



Name(s)………………………………………………………..

Charity…………………………………………………………

Solution to XEDSXWORD No 5

Congratulations to the winner

Mary Ann Harding

Across

1."Look along the track!" as the arrhythmic poet might be 

advised (4,3,4)

10. Northerner at the season's meet. (5)

11. Trip into The Darkness. (9)

12. Cold? About right, turn down the boiler! (9)

13. Where Peers Tests may be held? (5)

14. Nods in graduate for the homeless. (6)

16. Orthographic hiccup for beginner - simples! (8)

18. Air creature? Doubly so! (8)

20. Accountant employs principles. (6)

23. Article sailor produced, smelling of roses. (5)

24. West End doctor led on to seasonal sports venue. (9)

27. Puzzle solved by Scots policeman. (5)

28. Officer's valet swallowed sulphur on boat, showing 

skill at 13 across (11)

Down

2. Companies article taken at bedtime? (5)

  3. Wrote melody denying being Fifties delinquent. 

      (7)

  4. Chicken pasture where cocks often heard in    

  season? (6)

  5. Old calculation - it's logic, but not as we know it! 

      (8)

  6. Explosive eels used as irritants. (7)

  7. Abandon advice given during pandemic (4,4,5)

  8. Obstacles placed when lawyers release good man. 

      (8)

  9. Egalitarianism defined as "form without 

      head" (13)

15. Main boat sailed around Winnipeg? (8)

17. Illustrations of takings. (8)

19. I must have misheard - a pistol worn by a priest? 

      (7)

21. Entices with aluminium decoys. (7)

22. Organism found before noon by Old English 

 graduate. (6)

25. Label "First Class to UAE" (5)

26. Did she place bet after the beginning of the season? 

(9)

XEDSXWORD No. 5

The Compiler will pay £10 to the charity of choice 
of the sender of the first all-correct solution drawn 
out of the hat.

Closing date 31st March 2021

N.B. Send your entries to John Gray,
john@thegrays.myzen.co.uk

or
13 Holmlea Road



Newfoundland   from page 1
per cent less land than England.        

Newfoundland is on approximately the 
same latitude as France, but with a rather 
cooler climate, at 13-18 deg C in summer.

In 1901 Marconi sent the first wireless 
telegraphy signal from the capital, St 
Johns to Poldhu in Cornwall. St Johns 
was also the origin of the first non-stop 
transatlantic flight, to Clifden in         
Connemara.

From a European point of view       
Newfoundland was “discovered” by an 
Italian, John Cabot in 1497, on a mission 
from the English Crown. The town of 
Bona Vista is so named because it is  
likely to be where Cabot first saw what 
he thought to be Asia, the land he was in 
search of. Cabot was well rewarded by 
Henry VII on return to Bristol, his port of 
origin.

A site in the northern peninsular was 
settled briefly by Vikings in about 
1000AD, until evicted by “fierce native 
tribes”, and is thought to be part of the 
Vinland of Norse legend. 

The last of one native tribe died in 1829. 
Most were victims of diseases brought 
from Europe to which they were not   
immune.

There was no permanent settlement of 
Newfoundland by Europeans until 1610. 
Even then, fishermen had total control of 
the island and governed themselves.

Under the “Fishing Admiral” system the 
first captain to land was considered    
master of the island. As admiral he had 
absolute power over all coastal fishery. 
“He also set the law and acted as judge 
and jury”, said Preston.

France abandoned its claim to         
Newfoundland and retreated to Nova 
Scotia and the small neighbouring islands 
of St Pierre and Miquelon. England  
eventually assigned a governor in 1729 
but coastal raids from the French and 
Spanish continued until the early 1760s.

Newfoundland was recognised as a 
Crown colony in 1824 and became self-
governing in 1855. Dominion status was 
achieved in 1907 but was given up in the 
economic depression of the 1930s in  
favour of a “commission of                 
administration” that lasted until it became 
a Canadian province in 1949.

“Fish means cod in Newf’n’land lingo”, 
said Preston. But in spite of a fishing 

moratorium stocks remain low. There is 
now a strict quota system but residents 
are allowed a small catch for their own 
use. Business is expanding in other     
marine species, such as scallops, sea  
urchins and even sea weed. The latter 
features rarely in the local diet but a true 
favourite is the “Kraft Dinner”, better 
known here as macaroni cheese.

Commercial whaling was started in 
1896 and some 20,000 whales were 
“processed” in 21 stations. As demand 
declined, whale meat processing         
continued on a small scale for the       
Japanese market for a few years before 
being finally shut down in 1972. The 
modern economy is much more varied, 
incorporating oil, timber, boat building 
and tourism especially. Pre-Boeing 707 
the main airport, at Gander, was a major 
refuelling stop for transatlantic flights. It 
remains a diversion airport for medical 
and emergency landings. 

The entertainment culture experienced a 
revival in the 1980s after decades of   
neglect and, such as Mummery, historic 
banishment. Some traditional festivals 
and music are recognisably from places 
where settlers “come from away”, such as 
the west of England, Ireland and the 
Basque region of France.

Preston’s vividly illustrated talk puts a 
lot of meat on these bare bones. You can 
see it in full on the Probus website.Newfoundland fishermen 

Fracking – rewards and risks 

Ron Murray was once a supporter of  

fracking but mature reflection and a     

forward look at the prospects for oil and 

gas have led to a change of mind. 

“Fracking itself is not the problem”, he 

said. The problem is shale production. The 

risks, economic and to the climate, are 

“significant” and we “must move away 

from fossil fuels”. 

These were his conclusions at the end of a 

thorough and well-attended talk in February. 

Ron set out to help us understand the    

hydraulic fracturing process for extracting 

natural gas from shale deposits (a form of fine

-grained mud stone), and consider the future 

having regard to the rewards and risks. 

Fracking wasn’t new and some people   

regard the term as interchangeable with shale 

production. The early 1990s saw the        

introduction of horizontal drilling and by the 

late 1990s the technology enabled            

commercial production of gas from dense 

shale rock deposits deep underground. 

The US shale revolution began in 1991 but it 

was not until 1998 that the first commercial 

well was developed. By 2008 ninety-four     

per cent were horizontally fracked. 

Results included a “huge” increase in     

production of oil, gas and chemical feedstocks 

and the creation of two million jobs. CO2 

emissions in the USA dropped “considerably” 

as electricity generation shifted from coal to 

gas. In 2011 the USA became the world’s 

biggest gas producer. By 2018 it produced 

more oil and gas than Saudi Arabia and in 

2019 it exported energy for the first time since 

1957. The reaction of Opec was to “continue 

pumping” to drive down the gas price and the 

economics of fracking. 

Over ten per cent of UK onshore oil wells are 

hydraulicly fracked “and many more offshore”. 

A survey in 2013 estimated that there was 

1300tcf  (trillion cubic feet) of gas in the    

Bowland shale formation beneath Lancashire 

and Yorkshire, with more under central    

Scotland and the Weald of Sussex and Kent.  

With public opposition to fracking high “it is 

difficult to see how shale production can be 

successful in the UK”. A Scottish moratorium 

in 2015 and a series of critical reports and 

court actions culminated in an indefinite      

suspension of fracking in the UK in 2019.  

It’s easy to see why fracking can induce fear. 

Fluid is injected into a well bore at high    

pressure to create tiny fractures or fissures in 

the shale rock. The fluid is typically 90 per 

cent water (about 10-20,000 tonnes per well), 

nine per cent “proppants” and one per cent 

chemicals, including detergents, salts, acids, 

alcohols, lubricants and disinfectant.        

Proppants are small particles of sand and 

ceramics that prop open the fissures and 

allow the gas to escape. 

Each well may require up to a thousand 

tonnes of proppants and “several         

hundred” tonnes of chemicals. It also  

requires large amounts of equipment,  

including pumps that operate at up to 

16,000psi.  

Ron listed issues commonly arising among 

communities, adding that two small quakes 

that led to a suspension of fracking at     

Cuadrilla’s Blackpool site in 2011 registered 

only 2.3 on the Richter scale, probably 

enough to “dislodge a few chimney pots”. 

Other concerns include fear of aquifer      

contamination with gas, chemicals or 

wastewater and, of course, medium- to long-

term health issues for people living nearby. 

See and hear Ron’s full, fact-packed     

presentation on the Probus website. 


